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Nigel’s Natter 
Hello Everyone,  
 
2018 STUDENT LEADER PRESENTATIONS  
On Friday the 15th of December we will be announcing the 2018 Student Leadership Team. I want to thank all 
the children that applied for one of the student leader positions. They all did a wonderful job. I hope you will be 
able to join us for our school assembly to congratulate the 2018 student leaders and to warmly thank our current 
school leaders. In the last week of term, our current school leaders will be spending some time with our 2018 
leaders to pass on their words of wisdom about what it means to be a leader at HBPS.   
 

GRAFFITI IN THE SCHOOL GROUNDS.  
Over the last few weeks we have had a number of incidents where we have had to pay for graffiti removal after 
our school has been targeted. This is very disappointing and a waste of school resources. I have been in contact 
with the police and have reported each incident. I know some of our neighbours have also found graffiti on their 
fences. If you have been targeted, I encourage you to call the Corio Police Station and report the incident. I also 
ask that if you see anyone around the school grounds outside of school hours that appears suspicious, please 
call 000 and report this. Please do not take this matter into your own hands by approaching anyone on school 
property, simply call the police. I thank you in advance for your support with this matter.   
 
On a far more positive note, I have been in contact with a Geelong Street Artist (Kim) who has done some 
amazing work around Geelong. She has agreed to come and work with our Year 6 children to create a mural for 
our school. This is about the Year 6 kids ‘leaving their mark’ here at HBPS. I am really excited to see the final 
product and I know it will be something the children will be really proud of!  
 

2017 AND 2018 SCHOOL FEES.  
With each day that passes, we are getting more and more people popping into the office to fix up the 2017 
school fees. WE REALLY APPRECIATE IT. We are so grateful for each and every payment, no matter how big 
or small. We understand that big one off payments are not possible for some families, and will do all we can to 
support families in getting fees paid. We have many families that are using a payment plan option where they 
pay $20 a week, or whatever works. It’s also been great to hear that parents have been spreading the word after 
chatting with myself about what these fees actually pay for. It seems that there are some common myths about 
school fees and how they are used so I thought I’d do a bit of myth busting:  

 Myth 1: School fees go to the government. All fees paid are used to either provide materials direct 
to students (book packs) or to enhance the ‘free education’ that all children are entitled to. Fees pay for all 
consumable items that enrich our teaching and learning programs. These fees are used 100% to provide for 
the children that attend our school.   

 Myth 2: School fees pay for unnecessary extras. School fees do not pay for anything unnecessary. 
We are really proud of the wonderful learning experiences that we plan and deliver for our children. 100% of 
school fees are used for this purpose. They are used entirely to pay for materials that make our teaching 
and learning program what it is!  

 Myth 3: School fees are higher than they need to be to cover the cost of families that don’t pay. This 
is not the case. Where parents do not pay school fees, we identity the ‘short fall’ in our school budget and 
school council then makes informed decisions about where to take that money from. What this means, is 
that some of the projects that are funded by the school simply take longer to fund. For example, we may 
budget $10,000 for new books. However, if school fees are unpaid, then the difference may be taken from 
the $10,000 book fund. It is usual that we take a little bit from many funds to make up this difference.  

 Myth 4: School fees must be paid up front. Again, this is not true at all. We totally understand that 
an upfront payment may not be possible for some families. This is the reason we offer very flexible payment 
plan options. Parents can pay as little as $10 a week and the fees will be paid off well before the end of the 
school year. We can set this up as an automatic credit card payment or we are more than happy for families 
to come to the office to make small, regular payments. Even if you don’t think you will be able to pay the 
entire amount, every little bit helps.    

 Myth 5: The school fees are way too much money. Here is another way of looking at the 2018 fee 
request for a year’s worth of learning experiences. $269 for the year = $67.25 per term = $6.70 per week = 
$1.30 per day. OR… 27cents per learning session - What a bargain! 

If you need another reason to think that our school fees are a bargain, think back to before school. Childcare / 
kinder, after the available rebates, currently costs between $40 and $100 per day. Our $1.30 per day is 
sounding better and better!  
I know that money is tight for some families, but I ask that you consider the break down above and make a 
commitment to supporting your child and our school by prioritising this payment. We are most happy to put you 
in touch with local community services that can provide free financial planning support where needed.  
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My plan is to wait until after the final book pack collection date on Monday 29th of January 2018 as all families should 
have either paid the 2018 fees, or have a payment plan in place at this time. I will only be contacting families where we 
do not have a payment plan in place. Payment plans will be offered on all Book Pack Collection days to make the  
process as easy as possible. The payment plan can either be weekly, fortnightly, monthly or termly payments. OR, you 
may choose to indicate a date where you will pay fees in full. eg: Some families have indicated that they will pay fees 
after tax time. Any of these options are fine by us.     

 GREEN THUMBS WANTED 
Are you a bit of a green thumb, or just enjoy being in the garden? If yes, let me know. I would love to get a bit of an adult  
gardening group set up, very casual. Maybe a fortnightly gardening session in and around the school with some children that are 
interested helping out.  
One of the first projects would be to get the school veggie garden cleaned up and set for action. It’s looking a bit like a jungle at 
the moment. Please let me know if you are interested by flicking an email to Holloway.nigel.n@edumail.vic.gov.au or giving the 
office a buzz. I also know that there are lots of grandparents that have plenty of time on their hands and would love to be more 
involved in school life. If you think this might interest a grandparent in your family, please don’t hesitate to get in touch! We  
welcome all offers of support. After all, it takes a village to raise a child.  

 MR HOLLOWAY’S TIPS AND TRICKS – NOT WANTING TO GO TO SCHOOL.  
Every now and then I’m going to share some tips or tricks that I have seen work for children in the past. They may be for  
addressing challenges, for supporting learning or some other matter. I am in no way saying that these ides will work for every 
child or that they will be a good fit for your child. Rather, they are just some ideas that I know have been effective in the past that 
you may like to consider. Feel free to email me if you have a topic you would like me to share some Tips and Tricks for.  
holloway.nigel.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Firstly, it is interesting to consider what the cause of this situation is. It could be so many different things. Sometimes, a calm and 

quiet chat about it is enough to get to the bottom of the upset. It may be as simple as not having someone to play with.  

Some GENERAL strategies are:  

 Ensure your child knows what you are doing for the day. A nice way of doing this is to set up a weekly planner. The planner 
has each person in the family listed and shows what they will be doing each day. This is so that the child knows where you 
will be and what you will be doing each day. They sometimes worry about you as much as you worry about them.  

 A special job in the morning. Chat to the classroom teacher and they will be more than happy to organise an extra special 
job for the child to do when they get to school. Knowing that there is an important job to do in the morning may be a  

       motivator to get to school.  

 A step  by step morning chart sometimes keeps the mind busy so there is not so much time to focus on not wanting to go to 
school.  I’ve included below an image of a sample morning checklist that you might be able to modify to fit your morning  

       routine. The idea is that when each task is done, your child would put a smile or a tick in the box. The challenge is to get a    
       high score. Each day you try to beat your score from the day before. If your child gets a perfect score in the morning, they   
       get a sticker. When they have 5 stickers, they get to pick a special family activity or pick what the family will have for dinner.  
       This means that they can see the correlation between following the morning routine and having some control in their  
       environment. (Stickers are not everyone’s thing, so think of something that might be motivating). I know some kids love the   
        idea of getting a coin for their money box. When the money box is full, they get to pick a reward toy.  

 Another idea that I have seen work well is having an envelope that gets sent home and then back to school each day. It 
would be the child’s job to hand it to the teacher each morning, then their job to take it home each night. It is a VERY  

       IMPORTANT envelope. When the teacher gets it in the morning they would thank the child for doing such a great job of  
       remembering to bring it to school. When the child brings it home, you can do the same. “Thanks so much for bringing this  
       home. It’s such an important job”.  
General Tips… 

 Try not to engage in too much talk about not wanting to go in the mornings. Be quite matter of fact. “Everyone goes to  
        school. We need to get ready now so we are not late.”  

 Focus  on the positive / desired behaviours. “Thanks so much NAME for getting your shoes on so quickly. That is really  
       helpful”.  

 If you think transition in the morning at school may be a challenge, give the office a call and we can meet you at the front 
gate to do the hand over.  
But they are so emotional… 
Sometimes children have big emotions, and that’s okay.  When your child is feeling big emotions, they are less likely to be able 
to think clearly and reason effectively. So, it’s important to acknowledge the feeling and then support your child to be articulate 
about how they are feeling.  

 I can see that you are upset, what are you feeling? 

 Why do you think you are feeling like that? 

 What  could you do to feel a little bit better? 
 
Be sure to explain that it is really normal to have big feelings, but they are not a reason to not go to school. At school there are 
lots of people that can help with feeling calm and being ready for learning.  
 
It’s really helpful for you to keep track of the days that are ‘good’ and the days that are more challenging. Even just keep a note 
in your diary. This makes it easier to spot if there are any patterns. Might be that days when they have Art are better etc. If we 
can spot these patterns, we can then use the info strategically.  
My last tip for this topic is to consider the question “Is this a meltdown or a tantrum?”  
If you said to your child “Ok, I’ve decided you don’t need to go to school today.” would they immediately switch to being okay (or 
even happy)? If the answer is yes, it is likely they are throwing a tantrum to get their way. If the answer is no, and they would 
continue to be overtly emotional and unable to calm themselves, then it may be more like a meltdown. This is when a situation is 
so overwhelming the child simply can’t see a way past the emotions. It’s really important to notice the difference, as the  
strategies that might help are very different for both these situations. 

mailto:Holloway.nigel.n@edumail.vic.gov.au
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School Canteen 
Canteen is on Wednesday & Friday.  
New canteen menu’s are available.   There 
will be a 10 cent charge if orders have no 
lunch bags.  Special lunch  
orders of Pizza will arrive on Monday 11th 
December.     

Term 4 Netball Twilight Netball  

December 7th - Final week of competition 
Times - 4.15 Emoji, Lightning, Storm, Jaguars 
             5.00 Crunchies, Snickers 
Please take your $3 to the netball office and and 
have your name marked off before your game this week.  We 
are still waiting on some netball registration money could this 
please be paid before tomorrow afternoons games. 

STAR OF THE WEEK 
Grade Prep B: Kruze M  

For being a caring friend when others are feeling down.  
 

Grade  1D: Deklan S  
For being a super star with reading his high frequency words. 

 
Grade  2P: Mayot A  

For a well thought out Persuasive Writing Piece. Great use of 
paragraphs and sentence fluency! AMAZING!    

Grade  2P: Archie H   
For being a great learner and a great friend by always offering 

to help.  
Grade  2P: Amelia R  

 For being resilient and trying her best to focus in class!  

 
Grade 43M:Ethan P   

 For always being a helpful and respectful class member.  
    Grade 43U: Jake M  

 For always taking on feedback to improve his work.   
 

Grade 65H: Meg F  
For always being a respectful member of 6/5H. 

 

LLI Reading: Jordan R  
For the “AMAZING” effort he has put into his reading this year.  

Well done :)  

 

Prep Maths 

In Prep we have been learning about addition and subtraction.  

We know that when you add you always end up with a larger 
amount and when you subtract, you always end up with less 
than when you started.  We have been acting out different ad-

dition and subtraction problems using concrete materials.  
Sometimes when we are acting out subtraction, we pretend 
that our counters are lollies and we are eating some!  We have 

been practising writing out our problems as well. 

Continuous Reporting- Reading Reports now  
published on Compass 
In Term 4, teachers completed an assessment with each 
student to measure their growth in reading over the period of 
one year. They listened to students read levelled books and 
observed reading behaviours. They engaged students in 
comprehension conversations that go beyond retelling. A 
judgement was also made about how fluent the reading 
sounded. 
The task report will give you a performance grading as well 
as a comment about your child's progress over the year, what 
they can do now and the major areas for future improvement. 
Please go to the "Feedback" tab to find the full report. 

Looking forward to seeing you at the front gate. 
Nigel Holloway 
Principal  

Well done! 

The students who visit Grace McKeller have received a special 
wellbing acknowledgement from Barwon Health.  Also well done 

on raising $256 on Red Day.  These funds have been sent to  
HAEMOPHILIA FOUNDATION AUSTRALIA . 

Library News 

Reminder to families 
that all school library 
books are now due 
back 



Hamlyn Banks Primary  OSHC phone: 0452 247 747   

Coordinator: Mel  Head Office Ph : 1300 105 343 

This past week in OSHC… 
BSC… 

The end of the year is approaching and the children are very relaxed and looking forward to Christmas. Our leaders Leah and 
Ella have done a great job this term helping others to join in with games and activities. Thank you for being Buddy Leaders and 
helping to make sure that BSC is fun for everyone! 

Our activities have included cooking, Christmas craft, active play and construction toys. Children also enjoy group games and 
have played chasey, hide n seek and tag. Mostly they enjoy each others company and work together well. 

Take care and enjoy your week.   

Sharon   

———————————————————————————————   

Hi everyone, 

 Well done to all the children that have begun wearing their hats.  This is very important as we are now enforcing our sunsmart 

policy of no hat no play.  If your child/ren do not have their hat with them they will be unable to go outside.  It is a great habit to 

get into to bring your hat along each time you attend as the hotter terms are on their way! 

 

Just a couple of reminders this week as we wind down to the end of term, Save 50% or more on Before and After School Care 

with the Child Care Rebate.  Almost all families are eligible.  To find out more call the customer service team on  1300 105 343. 

  

Holiday clubs, don't forget about the Camp Australia Holiday Clubs these school holidays.  A Camp Australia Holiday Club runs 

out of Fyans Park Primary School, so if you would Iike your child to attend each and every day or just a couple, log onto 

www.campaustralia.com.au to register them and find out more about the exciting days planned. 

 

Afternoon tea is served daily.  Our menus are tailored to the children's tastes, developmental and nutritional needs.  Afternoon 

tea includes a selection of fruit each and every afternoon.  The children have a  huge say in what we eat each week and this is 

reflected in our cooking experiences.   

One final reminder that it is really important is to please ensure your child is registered before they attend their first session .  If 

this is not done, we are not aware of any medical conditions or emergency contacts details.  For us to provide your child with 

the best possible care the more information the better.  The school is not able to provide us with these details as it is a matter of 

privacy. If for some reason and you are not able to complete the registration process online you can call head office on the pre-

viously mentioned 1300 number and they may be able to register you on the spot. The phone number for the service is un-

manned from 9am until 2.45 pm as the service is not open all day and as there are 2 coordinators the phone stays at the ser-

vice. We are unreachable between these times but if you leave a message we will act on it as soon as we can.  I thank you for 

your support in helping us to provide a safe environment for your children. 

Thanks for your time, 

Mel and Georgina. 

 Your Passport To Summer Holiday Fun  

The Summer holidays will be here before you know it, 
with opportunities for all kinds of adventures. To  
celebrate, we're excited to announce our brand-new 
Holiday Club - ‘Passport to Summer.’  
Full of awesome games, activities, and excursions,  
Holiday Club is your passport to a great Summer.  
 
Come Join Us!  

For more information about the Holiday Club program 
near you and to book visit  

www.campaustralia.com.au/holidayclubs  

We look forward to seeing you and your family this  
Summer,  
The Camp Australia Holiday Club Team  

http://www.campaustralia.com.au

