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Nigel’s Natter 
Hi All,  

Being the new guy, I thought I would share with our community some of the ideas I hold dear when thinking 
about how I manage student behaviour. I am excited to announce that in 2018, our school will be partnering with 
Adam Voigt from Real Schools. Adam will be working as our school’s coach and mentor as we develop a really 
clear approach to Restorative Practice and School Wide Positive Student Behaviour Support. The bottom line 
here is that if we have a safe and calm school, we will be much better learners.  
 
I must say, I’ve been a bit surprised by some of the conversations I’ve had in the last few weeks where I have 
found myself needing to explain why a given consequence was the right decision. Every member of staff at our 
school is a trained professional with a minimum 4 year degree. We are qualified educators that have spent years 
of our lives learning about the most effective and productive approaches to teaching, learning, supporting and 
challenging young people. Yet, I have found myself listening to a very small number of parents trying to 
negotiate how issues would be resolved, attempting to tell me how I should be managing behaviour incidents. I 
am happy to listen as I am always open to learning something new, however, I am publically asking for us to be 
on the same page.  
 
I make informed decisions, based on years of experience and study, with a proven track record of supporting 
students to develop the skills required to improve their behaviour. When I call to tell you about an incident, 
please remember that I am doing my job, not calling to ruin your day. Every decision I make, I do so with the firm 
belief that it will result in a child learning to better manage their emotions, to better self-regulate, to realise the 
importance of their actions or some other lesson.  
 
If consequences are put in place for your child, they are not designed to embarrass or shame – rather, they are 
about fixing up and moving on.   
 
Yes, I have high expectations of the children in our school – and I make no apology for that. I don’t want HBPS 
to be good or great, I want us to be outstanding! That won’t be possible if all the adults in the community are not 
on the same page. When parents disagree with the school in front of their child, this presents a very confusing 
situation for the young person. 
I remember when I went to school, if I got in trouble at school, I knew I was going to get in trouble at 
home! If the teacher said I did something, in my mum’s eyes, I did it! (Even when I didn’t!!!).  

 When a child makes a behavioural mistake, don’t jump in to fix if for them. It’s their mistake. They need to 
fix it.  

 When your child is upset because they have to pick up rubbish for a few days – don’t tell them you will call 
the school and get them out of it – tell them that it will be a great time for them to think about the decision 
they made.  

 When your child tells you a story about what happened at school – keep in mind that there is another side 
to that same story.  

 When your child’s teacher calls to tell you about a behaviour mistake your child made – don’t interrogate 
them, thank them for caring enough to let you know that they noticed and will work on it.  

 When I call to tell you about an incident or situation, trust that I have spent time finding out the facts and 
know that when your child tells you about it, they might change the story a little bit. This is completely 
normal.   

Kids make mistakes! Some small and some huge. When a child makes a mistake or a poor decision with their 
learning, we support them to get back on track, to have another shot and to learn a lesson. However, when a 
child makes a behavioural mistake, there is sometimes an expectation that there will be punishment. I want to 
be really clear - it’s not my job to punish anyone.   
 
It is my job to ensure that children are very clear about what is acceptable and what is not. Hitting, for example, 
is unacceptable behaviour. There is no good reason to hit another person while at school. It does not matter 
how angry you were, how unfair the situation may have been – no reason is good enough. That does not mean 
it won’t happen. When it does, trust that we will take the appropriate steps to ensure that the situation is 
resolved and all the children are supported to repair the damage that was done and to move on positively. 

Remember that FAIR does not mean EQUAL. I have to make professional decisions about the most effective 

strategy for achieving particular outcomes with students. That might mean that the consequence is different for 

different children. Does that mean I am being unfair? Absolutely not. It means I am using everything I know 

about each individual child to craft a response that I believe will achieve the desired result. That may mean that 

for one child, they spend time at a lunchtime with a small group of children role playing what ‘fair play’ looks like  
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SCHOOL NEWS  

Term 4 Netball Twilight Netball  

The last week’s games were fantastic, with most players being available. Thanks to the grade 6/5 students 
who helped Jaguars and Emoji to have a full team. There are 2 more games until Grand Final week, on Thurs-
day, December 7th.  

Times – Thursday, November 23rd. 

4.15   Snickers (grade 5/6), Undefeated Lightning, Storm (3/4’s), Emoji (netta) 

5.00   Crunchies, Jaguars (5/6’s)  

Please don’t forget your weekly game fee of $3 and a sports bottle of water. 

Continuous Reporting: 

The following reports have been published on Compass. Please remember to go to the ‘Feedback’ tab to find your child’s next 
goals.  

Year 3 and 4 Maths Task Report - Data: students are collecting data, creating graphs and interpreting graphs. 
Year 3 - Students who have achieved an 'At expected standard' grading are able to collect data accurately and read and talk 
about graphs (Column, Picture, Table & a List), including appropriate language. They are also able to create questions to collect 
data. 
Year 4- Students who have achieved an 'At expected standard' grading are able to choose the most effective way to collect 
data, choose the most effective way to display data and read and talk about graphs (Column, Picture Graphs including a Key), 
including appropriate language. 

Year 6 and 6 Maths Task Report - Shape: In years 5 and 6, students are building a range of efficient strategies to solve 
open-ended tasks in Mathematics. In term 4, students have been involved in a range of learning experiences focused 
on Shape, to build their skills,apply their knowledge and evaluate the effectiveness of their mathematical choices. 
Year 5 students who have achieved an 'At expected standard' grading are able to connect 2D shapes to 3D objects, e.g. 
squares to cubes. They can use the language of shape to talk about their learning, e.g. nets. They can solve open-ended tasks 
using their shape knowledge. 

Year 6 students who have achieved an 'At expected standard' grading are able to use their knowledge to construct prisms and 
pyramids. They solve more complex problems. 

Reading Intervention : a progress report for students who have been doing additional reading groups with Lauren Grant this 
semester. 

 
 
 

and sounds like, whereas, for another child, they may already have this knowledge, but just chose to play  
unfairly, so they may do yard duty with a teacher to talk about what they could do differently next time.  
 

I have been really impressed with how well the children have responded to high expectations, and we will continue with this as a 
focus for the rest of the year. 

 

PS – While we are talking about acceptable and unacceptable behaviour, I would like to take a moment to tell our adult  
community the same thing I tell our kids. There is no good rea-
son to be mean or rude. If you have big emotions, give yourself 
time to calm down before you take action. This applies to adults 
to. If you are feeling upset about a situation, take the time you 
need to be calm before coming to the school office. None of our 
staff will tolerate being yelled at for any reason. We come to 
work with a reasonable expectation of being safe and being 
treated with respect. Any member of our community that is not 
able to be calm and respectful when speaking with staff, or  
myself, will be asked to leave the school grounds.  
 

Phew, that got a bit heavy! In short, what I am saying, is that I 
have high expectations for all of us because our kids deserve it!  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time,  

holloway.nigel.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 

You might find these questions helpful when talking about  

incidents at home.  

 
 
Nigel Holloway 

mailto:holloway.nigel.n@edumail.vic.gov.au


School Canteen 
Canteen is on Wednesday & Friday.  
New canteen menu’s are available.   There will be a 10 
cent charge if orders have no lunch bags.      

STAR OF THE WEEK 
Grade Prep B: Zara D   

For always being a wonderful listener!  
Grade Prep C: Bonnie M   

For being a super reader using her strategies independently.  
Grade Prep F: Jayden H  
For always trying his best!  

 
Grade 1D: Tiana L   

For being a fabulous role model.   
Grade 1H: Mackenna F  

For always being tuned in and ready to learn.  
Grade 1W: Korbyn L  

For incredible organisational skills!  1W would be lost without 
you Korbyn!  

 
 Grade  2D: Jackie S  

For always being on task and being a great problem solver.  
Grade  2H: Arrton M  

For being an awesome Mathematician and solving division 
problems.  

 
Grade 43J:Tyla C   

 For making excellent progress in his reading levels.  Keep it up 
Tyla!  

Grade 43M: Jordy S  
 For putting in 100% in Maths this week.  Keep it up!  

Grade 43S: Eva S  
  For being a focused learner and always showing our school 

values.   
Grade 43T: The Whole Class  

 For their fantastic learning this year. 
    Grade 43U: Royce G  

 For being a Shapes wizard in Maths.  
 

Grade 65D: Max L  
For putting in 100% into your reading this year!  

Grade 65H:Hayley G  
For her fantastic week of learning, particularly her Information 

text and measuring angles.   
Grade 65L: Miranda M   

For working so well with your group in Inquiry to get the job 
done. 

Grade 65S: Emily H, Ella Q  & Belle T   
For outstanding organisation with their mini market stall. 

 

On Friday December 1st Hamlyn Banks will be dressing in red 
to celebrate and raise awareness for Haemophilia. 

As some of you may know, we have two students at our 
school who have Haemophilia. Harrison and Callum Grech. 
There is different types of haemophilia and lots of different 

medicine to help. 
“If we get hurt, it will take a lot longer for it to stop bleeding. 

We have this special medicine that helps us. It hurts more for 
us when we get hurt than it does for other people.” –  

Harrison and Callum  

6/5 News 
It’s a very busy time in the 6/5 area as 
we prepare to choose our Student 
Leaders for 2018.  Well done to all 
those  students who gave speeches 
and  congratulations to those  
students who have made it through to 
the next round. 
 

We are also getting ready for our Entrepreneur  market.  As 
part of Inquiry students are mass producing items to sell at a 
mini market on December 11th 2pm-4.30pm.  More  
information to follow soon!!! 

Library News 
All student Library Books  are due back 1st December.  Please 
have a look around your home (and under the bed!) for all those 
missing books. 
The last Scholastic Book Club for the year is due 6th December.  
Remember ordering online via the ‘Loop’ is the easiest way to 
pay.  If your order includes a Christmas gift just let me know and 
it can be left at the office for pick up. 
Thank you for all your support this year with Book Club & the 
Book Fair we have made some wonderful acquisitions for the 
Library. 
Thank you also to the families that have made recent donations 
of books. 

The Staff of H.B.P.S would like to say thank you for your help this year. Join us for a cup of tea or coffee, light  
refreshments and some Christmas carols. 

We hope to see you at the  
Community Helpers' Afternoon Tea On Tuesday 5th December 3:00 – 4:00 pm in the Library   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

RSVP: Wednesday 15th November. Circle and return to classroom teacher. 

I am able to attend.   I will not be able to attend. 



Hamlyn Banks Primary  OSHC phone: 0452 247 747   

Coordinator: Mel  Head Office Ph : 1300 105 343 

This past week in OSHC… 
BSC… 

This week in BSC the children have participated in a variety of planned and spontaneous activities.   

As the children enjoy active play, their favourites are Musical games and Chasey.  Active play helps to wake up their brains 
ready for a day of learning at school. 

Children have also used our Christmas Craft activities to build their reading and comprehension abilities.  Often with the  
children themselves teaching the other children. 
Enjoy your week 

Sharon and Georgina 

———————————————————————————————   

Hi everyone, 

 

Last week we began our Christmas craft.  We have a lot of great Christmas activities planned so be sure to check the progress 

on our wall and on the See saw app.  The children are so excited to get started on these activities. With only 5 more Mondays 

until Christmas I am sure we will be busy with lots of activities. 

 

We completed our tCAF poster last week and it has been sent off to head office to be scanned and made into books for some 

schools in Peru.  It was a great project for teamwork.  We brainstormed ideas, made a plan and had nearly everyone contribute 

to the final product.   

 

Don't forget if you would like to book your children in to use the program, all you have to do is log onto 

www.campaustralia.com.au and register your child.  This needs to be completed before your child attends to ensure we have all 

important information and relevant contact details. 

 

This week we are once again looking forward to some water play later in the week, if you would like  your child/ren to have a 

change of clothes in their school bag send it along, your child can still participate. We had lots of fun last week getting really 

wet.  I loved seeing how the younger children worked together to make sure everyone was wet and refreshed. 

 

Holiday club bookings are now open, jump onto www.campaustralia.com.au to book in your child. 

 

Thanks for your time, 

 

Mel and Georgina. 

 Your Passport To Summer Holiday Fun  

The Summer holidays will be here before you know it, 
with opportunities for all kinds of adventures. To  
celebrate, we're excited to announce our brand-new 
Holiday Club - ‘Passport to Summer.’  
Full of awesome games, activities, and excursions,  
Holiday Club is your passport to a great Summer.  
 
Come Join Us!  

For more information about the Holiday Club program 
near you and to book visit  

www.campaustralia.com.au/holidayclubs  

We look forward to seeing you and your family this  
Summer,  
The Camp Australia Holiday Club Team  

http://www.campaustralia.com.au
http://www.campaustralia.com.au

