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Nigel’s Natter 
Thanks to those parents that came along to the Meet the Principal session 2 last Tuesday evening. It was great 
to hear about what is working well, what could be improved and more. As I have said before, and will continue to 
say over and over, I am here to help, I am happy to chat and I am only a phone call away. Don’t hesitate to give 
me call or flick me an email if there is anything you would like to discuss or share. 
holloway.nigel.n@edumail.vic.gov.au I turn up each day to do my very best for the kids in our school and I view 
each and every family as a key partner in our success. Don’t hesitate to make contact if there is anything you 
would like to discuss.   

TRADIES WANTED 
Are you a tradie or is your partner a tradie? If yes – let the office know! I am keen to support 
local businesses and even more keen to use parents of the school when we have jobs that 
need doing. Just pop into the office and add your name to the list, or drop off a business card 
so we can add you to our list. Builders, sparkies, plumbers, painters, landscapers, earth 
moving, design, commercial printing or any other local trade or business is very welcome to 
pop in and share their details with us!  

SWIMMING PROGRAM MAKES A SPLASH 
From all reports the Swimming Program has run smoothly. The biggest problem that has been 
reported is twisted undies! Riccardo from 2H says “Swimming is awesome because you get to 
make new friends and meet different people”. Sienna from 2H says “Swimming it really good for 
learning and practising how to do torpedos and learning how to float”. Tim from 2H says “In 
swimming I have to jump off the edge and then swim back. I had to be brave the first time I tried 
it”. Thanks to all our staff that have put in the extra planning to ensure that quality instruction is 
still happening during this program.  

CURRICULUM DAY HEADS UP 
Another reminder that we have a curriculum day this term on the Monday November the 6th. No students are 
required at school on this day.  The school office is closed on this day also. The entire staff participate in the day 
of professional learning and school development activities. On Monday we will be working on clarifying what we 
mean by high expectations, exploring what it takes to cultivate and maintain a positive and productive school 
culture, working on our school self-evaluation that will inform our 2018 Annual Implementation Plan (our school 
improvement road map) and spending time planning for our whole school transition times.   

PARENTS AND FRIENDS / YEAR LEVEL PARENT REPS 
This is a heads up that in 2018 we are introducing Year Level / Class Parent Representatives. We are looking 
for parents that are keen to be involved and are passionate about seeing our community come together! Year 
Level Reps will coordinate Year Level ‘catch ups’ (BBQ / picnic and play etc), they will make contact with any 
new families to welcome them to the school and answer any of those little questions they may have and they will 
meet with me once a term to provide feedback from the community. Class Reps will arrange low key class 
gatherings like a meet up at the park etc. They will be a key contact for classroom teachers. For example, they 
may do a ring around to seek parent helpers for the grade etc. This is a new program for HBPS, and one I think 
will really help to develop relationships in the school community, provide opportunities for new and existing 
families to get to know each other and increase the number of parents that are helping out.    
If you think this is something you may be interested in, let the office know and they can add your name to ‘I 
would like more info’ list.  

PARKING – PLEASE BE SAFE 
A quick note about taking great care when driving around and parking around the school at 
drop off and pick up times. We are located on residential streets and need to be considerate 
of our neighbours. I have had a few people come and speak to me about members of our 
community parking over their driveways, or refusing to move back or forward a little to 
enable a car to turn into a drive way. I know that the parking situation is a bit of a pain, and I 
am speaking with the City of Greater Geelong about what we can do about it. However, in 
the meantime, please be respectful of our neighbours and take great care to be safe around 
the school.  

PARENT PAYMENT POLICY – REVIEW FOR 2018 
As part of working on the 2018 school budget, I have been reviewing the 2017 School Fees Payment report and 
the Parent Payment Policy. Currently only 54% of fees have been paid. That means that over $30,000 is yet to 
be paid.  HBPS currently charges families $185 per child for Essential Education Items. This money is included 
as part of our school budget and is used to purchase materials and resources that are required to deliver the 
quality teaching and learning programs offered to students. The Victorian Government notes that ‘state 
education is free for all students'. The 'Essential Education Items' payment is to purchase resources to enhance 
this ‘free education’, with items including (but not limited to): classroom stationary, art and craft materials, 
classroom literacy and numeracy resources, classroom materials required for inquiry units, science equipment  
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and resources. This is only a small list of examples of how these funds are used to ensure that our kids have access to quality 
resources and materials. 
 If you would like to work out a payment plan, please feel free to contact me directly on holloway.nigel.n@edumail.vic.gov.au or 
speak to Christine in the office. I will be following with a phone call to any family that has not paid school fees with a phone call 
this Friday to offer a time to speak about a payment plan or some other arrangement that works for individual families. I  
appreciate that it can be difficult to get to the school office during school hours, so, you are most welcome to call the office and 
make payment via credit card over the phone if this is a more convenient arrangement.  
I really appreciate your support in getting these accounts sorted out asap. Spread the word.   

STUDENT VOICE 
I spoke to a number of grades last week about the amount of rubbish in the school grounds. A number of kids have come up with 

great ideas to solve the problem. I have noticed a huge improvement already. I want to thank those parents that I have seen in 

the yard both picking up stray bits of litter and also encouraging their kids to do the same. Taking pride in our school is a job for 

all of us. Our ‘new norm’ of high expectations about taking pride in our school grounds seems to have done the trick. The kids 

have really stepped up and are showing great responsibility for keeping our school yard clean.  

2018 PLANNING 
If you have a child starting school next year that is not yet enrolled, please grab an enrolment pack from the office. 
Also, if you are leaving HBPS for any reason, please let us know ASAP. This assists us greatly with our planning 
for 2018 staffing and grades. Our 2018 staffing is almost complete. We just have a few jobs to finalise and then I 
will be able to publish our teams. It’s shaping up to be a brilliant year! 

2018 GRADES – A reminder.  
With the staffing planning that I’ve spoken about above comes the work that our team does around creating grade lists for the 
following year. All schools do this slightly differently so I want to take the time to explain the process we will be using here at 
HBPS this year, and the reasons why.  

 Staff input a range of data into a program called Class Creator.  

 The program creates grade lists based on the data that our staff have entered.  

 Teams then review all lists to ensure they look balanced and that they will be conducive to productive learning.  
I know that in the past HBPS has accepted parent requests regarding particular children or staff, however, I will not be accepting 
such requests for 2018 placements. I have explained below the thinking and reasons for this, but most importantly I am asking 
the community to trust that we have your children’s very best interests at heart. We will make decisions that we absolutely believe 
are the right ones for each child. It is my firm belief that our number 1 priority when making grade lists must be what combinations 
of children will support learning. I also know that when students have an expectation of getting to choose friends and they don’t 
end up getting placed with these friends, they are bound to be disappointed.  
 
Rather, a new grade, with a range of people is a brilliant opportunity for children to develop new friendships and to get to know 
other students in their year level. Our staff will consider what students do and do not work and play well together when making 
their decisions. If you have any specific concerns with how children are interacting with your child, please contact your child's 
teacher asap so that these concerns can be addressed at the time. If you believe that there may be a situation that your child’s 
teacher may not be aware of, please let them know.  
The reason I am not accepting specific requests for individual teachers is that all our staff are professional educators and  
constantly striving to provide quality learning experiences. If there is reason for concern about any individual teacher, these 
should be addressed with the teacher or myself as soon as they arise. Should your child be placed with a teacher that has a  
different style to what they are used to or prefer, this is an opportunity to learn to work with someone new. Our staff are here  
because of their excellent pedagogical practice and passion for the kids in their care.   
 

We want all of our students to be successful and it is with this premise that the formation of grades happens. If you would like to 
discuss this matter further, or have specific information about your child that you believe their teacher would not already be aware 
of, please let them know ASAP.  
 

Looking forward to seeing you at the front gate. 
Nigel Holloway 
Principal 

CONTINUOUS REPORTING- The following task reports have been published on Compass 

Year 3/4 Visual Arts- Students have been learning about Surrealism  and have created some amazing art 
work, including pieces for our Art Show. This report includes a grading, your child’s next goals and a comment 
about how they are going or their thoughts about art.  
Year 3/4 Performing Arts- Students have learned to play the Cup Song and the Marimba as well as Bush 
Dancing and Hip Hop Dance. This report includes a grading and your child’s next goals both in music and 
dance. It will also include a personal comment. 
Year 3/4 Physical Education-  Students have been participating in lots of activities to build their skills and  
understanding in athletics, gymnastics and different sports. This report includes a grading,  next goals and a comment about 
what they like about PE and what they would like to improve in. 
Writing – Years Prep and 1 will be published today (other grade levels by the end of the week). Find out about how your child ’s 
performance is going as we head into term 4. This report also includes a personal comment about how they have progressed 
toward their goals and what they need to do next.  
Reading Intervention- If your child has been involved in reading intervention, a report will be published to you tomorrow  

Please remember to go to the Feedack tab. If you are having any trouble downloading the free app, finding Compass online or 
accessing internet give us a call, we are happy to help. 
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School Canteen 
Canteen is on Wednesday & Friday.  
Special lunch order forms went home and the 
lunch is now Monday November 13th.   Please 
don’t forget to add your Name and Grade to 
these forms. 
New canteen menu’s are available.   There will be a 10 
cent charge if orders have no lunch bags.      

Term 4 Netball Twilight Netball  

Times – Thursday, November 2nd. 

4.15   Snickers, Crunchies (5/6’s), Undefeated 
Lightning (3/4’s),  

5.00   Jaguars (grade 5/6), Storm (3/4’s), Emoji (netta) 

 

We would appreciate it if players in the first round could 
be available to fill in for the second round, if needed.  
Players only pay for their own game.  
 

Please don’t forget your weekly game fee of $3 and a sports 
bottle of water. 

Training 

While swimming has been on there hasn’t been training, in 
consideration for player fatigue.  

STAR OF THE WEEK 
 

Grade Prep B: Nevaeh M  
For a wonderful effort in writing!  Keep it up Nevaeh! 

Grade Prep C: Tayla M  
For working hard during writing times, practising her letters. 

Grade Prep F: Joy S  
For working independently when writing and for sharing her 

work confidently.  Well done Joy!   

 
Grade 1D: Giorgio G   

For always being a mature role model and putting in your very 
best!   

Grade 1H: Harry H   
For an excellent effort in writing procedural texts.   

Grade 1W: Alexis M  
For being a kind and organised member of 1W. 

  
Grade  2D: Willow N   

For being respectful towards everyone and trying her best to do 
the learning tasks.  

Grade  2H: Lahni H  
For the awesome story she has been working on during free 

writing!  

Grade  2P: Archie H  
For being proud to tell the class that he learned he was smarter 

than he thought in maths! Champion!   

 
Grade 43J:Raani D   

 For being such a caring classmate to others.  Well done!  
Grade 43M: Lakisha B   

 For always entering the classroom in a positive manner.  Keep 
it up! 

Grade 43S: Noah D  
  For the commitment he puts into his work and his willingness 

to incorporate new ideas.    
Grade 43T: Taneisha S  

 For her careful presentation of her writing.  

    Grade 43U: Zarah R   
 For always contributing to class discussions.  

 
Grade 65D: Genevieve S  

For always being respectful around the bike shed.  

Grade 65H: Will H   
For his support and sharing of knowledge during Shape tasks. 

Grade 65L: Lachy M  
For your willingness to help out in class and wanting to improve 

in everything you do.  

Grade 65S:Nic M   
For his excellent home reading record.  

Grade 65S:Benny D  
For his huge improvement in editing skills.  

Grade 65S:James R  
For his excellent independent research.  

 

 

SCHOOL SWIMMING  
By 43J 

As part of our learning about data in 
Maths recently, Grade 4/3 J surveyed 
the Prep to 4s to find out how many 
students were participating in the School Swimming Program. 
We found that out of 255 students surveyed, 213 students  

participated. That’s 83 % of our students. A great effort!  

Students in 43J that participated have learnt lots of skills in the 
water and feel more confident. 

Teaching and Learning at Hamlyn Banks 

Inquiry Learning 

The Victorian Curriculum is broad and covers many areas of 
learning.  It is also the road map that teachers need to follow 
when designing learning opportunities for students. At Hamlyn 
Banks we utilise a resource called Mappen to help our  

teachers implement curriculum programs that ensure that we 
meet all of the necessary outcomes for student learning,  

especially in the areas of Science, Geography, History, Civics 
and Citizenship, and Technology.   

In term 4 students are investigating the broad topic of  

Creativity.  Each year level will investigate a different line 
of inquiry within this topic: 

Foundation – Topsy Turvey Tales:  This unit capitalises on 
the universal appeal of fairy tales and guides students to think 
laterally and creatively about common tales. Students will  

create their own topsy turvey fairytale. 

Grades 1 and 2 – Robot Buddies:  Students will work in 
groups to design and build their own robot buddy. They will be 
scaffolded through selecting materials to construct their robot 
and will work at programming their robot to do chores in their 
bedroom. 

Grade 3/4 – Preparing the Stage:  Your students are  

scaffolded through the creative process of developing  

interesting characters, settings, and stories as they build a 
story. They will develop storyboards, design and build props 
for purpose and photograph moments of their story.  This work 
connects to learning in writing. 

Grade 5/6 – Bizarre Bazaar:  Students gain a real-life  
understanding of the design and production process when 
creating a brand new product. Students will produce items to 
be marketed and then sold at a market called ‘Bizarre Bazaar’. 
The item that is produced must be original. Proceeds of the 
market will be directed to the Yr 5/6 students’ charity of choice, 
connected to their term 3 Social Justice inquiry topic. 
I am looking forward to seeing the creativity of our students 
shine as they journey through these units of work. 
Laurelle Conder Curriculum Leader 

 



Hamlyn Banks Primary  OSHC phone: 0452 247 747   

Coordinator: Mel  Head Office Ph : 1300 105 343 

This past week in OSHC… 
BSC... 

 Thank you to parents and families for making the move to electronic sign 
in easy. The new system will reduce our paper use, and provide accurate 
records. 

Our activities this last week have included cooking, craft, board and table 
games, active play. It was during these activities that children learnt to 
work together in pairs or small groups to achieve a goal. 

Take care and enjoy your week. 

Sharon 
———————————————————————————————–————— 

Hi everyone, 

Firstly I would like to thank Kim B. for coming in last Thursday to talk to 

the children about Scouts.  We learnt about all the important skills that 

they teach you and where you can go to join.  What an amazing  

community we are a part of, thanks again Kim.  There are photos up on 

seesaw for the families to have a look at.  If you still haven't signed up for 

seesaw and would like to please come and see me I can help you do this 

at the service.  It really only takes 1 minute to do. 

 

Our Halloween activities went so well yesterday.  The children enjoyed 

the face painting, gory food and making creepy bats!  We don't normally 

do Halloween but there was a request from one of the children way back 

on day 1 of this term and what the children want the children get (within 

reason). 

 

Just a reminder that Monday next week is a curriculum day, there will be 

no school or OSHC service running. I have let head office know, there 

will be no charge for this day.  We look forward to seeing you all on  

Tuesday. 

 

I have been super impressed with the way most of the children come into 

the service each afternoon and head straight over to the sunscreen to 

apply it.  We have learnt that it takes 20 mins for the sunscreen to soak 

into our skin and provide us with the protection from the sun we require.  

Well done everyone. 

  

This term we are creating some amazing art work to be sent overseas for 

some children in Nepal.  The Camp Australia Foundation has provided us 

with some great activities to help out some children in need and to raise 

awareness to the children that attend the program.  This is done through 

some general discussions. 

 

Thanks for your time, 

 
Mel and Georgina. 

 
 

 

 

 

  
CONGRATULATIONS ELLA 

 


