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Nigel’s Natter 
What a brilliant start it has been to Term 4! Our teaching and learning programs are in full swing, the sun is 
shining and I’m slowly learning names. It really has been a pleasure getting into classrooms and getting to know 
staff, students and parents. What I can say with confidence is that the kids at Hamlyn Banks are very fortunate 
to have a team of passionate, dedicated and skilled professionals around them. The curriculum planning 
meetings I have attended have clearly demonstrated high level thinking and a strong knowledge of every child 
as an individual learner. The Professional Development sessions that staff engage in on a Monday after school 
have been focused and a real illustration of our teams commitment to great outcomes for kids. I’ve had the 
pleasure of engaging in some student support planning and this has made it very clear that our teachers are 
willing to go above and beyond to support our kids to achieve positive outcomes, both academically and socially. 
I’ve worked with a number of families to put support strategies in place for children that have required some 
additional support with really positive outcomes. As I said, what a brilliant start to Term 4! 

GEELONG CUP – NO SCHOOL 
Don’t forget – Next Wednesday the 25th is Geelong Cup Day. Children are not required at 
school on this day.  

MEET THE PRINCIPAL – EVENING SESSION 
Next week, Tuesday the 24th at 7pm in the library, I am holding another meet and 
greet session with plenty of time for a Q and A session. Thanks to the 30 or so parents 
that came along to the first session, the conversation was really insightful. I know that for 
working parents, getting to school events can be difficult, particularly when they are timed during work hours. I’m 
keen to hear from parents as early as I can about what you really value about the school, what you think are 
areas for continued focus and improvement. This will not be ‘information session’ style where I will talk at you for 
an hour. Rather, a conversation! Hope to see you there.   

If you can’t make it, but you have some thoughts you would like to share, please feel free to return the 
feedback form that was sent home last week – or you are most welcome to email me direct on 
holloway.nigel.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 

INQUIRY TOPICS – TERM 4 
Here at HBPS, each new school term means the start of a new Inquiry topic. In Term 4 students are 
investigating the broad topic of creativity.  Each year level will investigate a different line of Inquiry within this 
topic. I’ve included below the topics that each year level will be exploring so that families can continue the 
conversations at home.  

Prep  Topsy Turvey Tales 
Year 1  Robot buddies 
Year 2  Robot buddies 
Year 3/4   Preparing the stage 
Year 5/6   Bizarre Bazaar 

CURRICULUM DAY HEADS UP 
A quick reminder that we have a curriculum day this term on the Monday November the 6th. No students are 
required at school on this day. 

PARENT PAYMENT POLICY – REVIEW FOR 2018 

As part of working on the 2018 school budget, I have been reviewing the 
2017 School Fees Payment report and the Parent Payment Policy. 
Currently only 54% of fees have been paid. That means that over $30,000 
is yet to be paid.  HBPS currently charges families $185 per child for 
Essential Education Items. This money is included as part of our school budget and is used to purchase 
materials and resources that are required to deliver the quality teaching and learning programs offered to 
students. The Victorian Government notes that ‘state education is free for all students'. The 'Essential Education 
Items' payment is to purchase resources to enhance this ‘free education’, with items including (but not limited 
to): classroom stationary, art and craft materials, classroom literacy and numeracy resources, classroom 
materials required for inquiry units, science equipment and resources. This is only a small list of examples of 
how these funds are used to ensure that our kids have access to quality resources and materials. As it stands, 
our school has had to redirect funds from other school improvement projects to cover Essential Education costs 
that should be covered by school fees.  
Every family receives a monthly Family Statement, however, a large number of families have still not made this 

payment. If you would like to work out a payment plan, please feel free to contact me directly on 

holloway.nigel.n@edumail.vic.gov.au or speak to Christine in the office. Otherwise, I would appreciate these 

accounts being settled ASAP. I will be following up with phone calls to all families  that are yet to finalise these 

payments by the end of next week (Friday 27th October) to offer a time to speak about a payment plan or some 

other arrangement that works for individual families.  I appreciate that it can be difficult to get to the school  
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office during school hours, so, you are most welcome to call the office and make payment via credit card over the phone if this is 
a more convenient arrangement.  As noted above, as a school, we rely on these very modest fees to deliver our core education 
programs so appreciate your support with prompt payment.  

STUDENT VOICE 
I spoke to a number of grades this week about the amount of rubbish in the school grounds. Rather than the usual ‘lecture and 
grumble’ approach, I have posed a challenge to the students to develop a solution to the problem and to make a proposal. There 
have already been a number of great suggestions, some creative and some very practical. For example, one student suggested 
bins with lids that don’t let the rubbish blow away with the wind. A simple step we can take. I am asking for your support. If you 
are walking in the yard and you see rubbish, please be a great role model for our students and pick it up and encourage your 
child to help you out. I’ve spoken to the staff this week and explained that we are going to set a ‘new norm’. We will collectively 
have high expectations about taking pride in our school grounds. We make sure our rubbish goes in the bin and if we see  
rubbish, we pick it up – that’s the new norm. Thanks for your anticipated support with this.  

2018 PLANNING 
If you have a child starting school next year that is not yet enrolled, please grab an enrolment pack from the office. Also, if you 
are leaving HBPS for any reason, please let us know ASAP. This assists us greatly with our planning for 2018 staffing and 
grades. As part of the planning we are doing at the moment I have a few staffing announcements this week. Firstly, Ben Lavars 
will be taking a year of leave in 2018. See below for a note from Ben. Karen Lancaster will also be taking a year away from 
HBPS. We look forward to welcoming them both back in 2019. In the coming weeks, we will be advertising positions to replace 
these staff members.  

2018 GRADES  
With the staffing planning that I’ve spoken about above comes the work that our team does around creating grade lists for the 
following year. All schools do this slightly differently so I want to take the time to explain the process we will be using here at 
HBPS this year, and the reasons why.  
1. Staff input a range of data into a program called class creator.  
2. The program creates grade lists based on the data that our staff have entered.  
3. Teams then review all lists to ensure they look balanced and that they will be conducive to productive learning.  
I know that in the past HBPS has accepted parent requests regarding particular children or staff, however, I will not be accepting 
such requests for 2018 placements. I have explained below the thinking and reasons for this, but most importantly I am asking 
the community to trust that we have your children’s very best interests at heart. We will make decisions that we absolutely believe 
are the right ones for each child. It is my firm belief that our number 1 priority when making grade lists must be what combinations 
of children will support learning. I also know that when students have an expectation of getting to choose friends and they don’t 
end up getting placed with these friends, they are bound to be disappointed.  
 
Rather, a new grade, with a range of people is a brilliant opportunity for children to develop new friendships and to get to know 
other students in their year level. Our staff will consider what students do and do not work and play well together when making 
their decisions. If you have any specific concerns with how children are interacting with your child, please contact your child's 
teacher asap so that these concerns can be addressed at the time. If you believe that there may be a situation that your child’s 
teacher may not be aware of, please let them know.  
 
The reason I am not accepting specific requests for individual teachers is that all our staff are professional educators and  
constantly striving to provide quality learning experiences. If there is reason for concern about any individual teacher, these 
should be addressed with the teacher or myself as soon as they arise. Should your child be placed with a teacher that has a dif-
ferent style to what they are used to or prefer, this is an opportunity to learn to work with someone new. Our staff are here be-
cause of their excellent pedagogical practice and passion for the kids in their care.   
 
We want all of our students to be successful and it is with this premise that the formation of grades happens. If you would like to 
discuss this matter further, or have specific information about your child that you believe their teacher would not already be aware 
of, please let them know ASAP.  

A NOTE FROM MR LAVARS 
To Parent’s and Carers of Hamlyn Banks Primary School, 
I have taken an opportunity to go and coach the Maryborough Football Club and will be taking leave from the school as of next 
year. I am incredibly sad to be leaving but am looking forward to a new opportunity and returning to Hamlyn Banks. 
Ben Lavars. 

ART SHOW 
A MASSIVE thanks to everyone that made the ART show a reality. A huge about of work went into the  
planning, setting up, running and packing down of this event. There was a fantastic turn out of around 200  
people. It was lovely to see the children so proud of their art works. I really enjoyed the chance to meet many 
families and even got the chance to dust off the dancing shoes for some bush dancing with Kerrie! 

HATS 
Please remember all children are required to wear a hat this term. Students without a hat or an appropriate hat 
will remain under shade for recess and lunch.  
 
Looking forward to seeing you at the front gate. 
 
Nigel Holloway 
Principal 
 

 

 

 



School Canteen 
Canteen is on Wednesday & Friday.   
New canteen menu’s are available.   
There will be a 10 cent charge if orders 
have no lunch bags.      

Term 4 Netball Twilight Netball  

Term 4 competition begins tomorrow, Thursday, 
October 19th at the Hurst Reserve courts, 
Douglass St, Herne Hill (behind Clonard / St 
Josephs).  
Uniform – School shorts or netball skirt & 
school polo top 
Weekly Game fee - $3.  
Remember a sports bottle of water! 
Times – Thursday, October 19th. 
4.15   Storm (3/4’s), Undefeated Lightning (3/4’s),  all netta 
players  
5.00   The Crunchies, Snickers, Jaguars (grade 5/6), Diamonds, 
Champs (3/4’s) 
We would appreciate it if players in the first round could be 
available to fill in for the second round, if needed. Players 
only pay for their own game. 

For the safety of players, games and training are cancelled if 
the temperature is 30 degrees or more, following the guidelines 
of Netball Victoria.         

Training will be in lunchtimes.  
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WEEK 

 
Grade Prep B: Evie M  

For being a creative writer and an enthusiastic learner.  
Keep it up Evie!   

Grade Prep C: Sam N  
For being an awesome listener & learner.  Proud of you 

Sam! 
Grade Prep F: Azaliah H  

For always trying hard to do her very best work in class.  
Well done Azalia! 

 
 

Grade 1D: Baxter K  
For his mature attitude to learn every day.  

Grade 1H: Sheridan M  
For displaying our school values of being safe, respectful 

and a learner.  
Grade 1W:Amber S  

For an amazing “can do” attitude in everything she does. 
  
 

Grade  2D: Kye U  
For settling in to HBPS and making new friends. 

Grade  2H:Jake S    
For always working hard on achieving his learning goals. 

Grade  2P: Kairi S  
For making a brave decision about his learning.  You 

should be proud!  
 
 

Grade 43J: Josh H  
 For showing great persistence in improving his  

handwriting.  Well done! 
Grade 43M: Jenna B  

 For being a positive team member.  Keep it up! 
Grade 43S: Monica P  

  For always showing our school values of being safe,  
respectful and being a learner in the classroom.  

Grade 43T: Heath E  
 For using feedback to improve his learning.  

    Grade 43U: Baylin K  
 For working hard on feedback to improve his writing.   

 
 

Grade 65D: Isabella G  
For using feedback to help you improve your  

understanding of problem solving. 
Grade 65G: Kianah M  

 For working really hard to develop arguments in her  
debating. Keep up the good work.   

Grade 65H: Arman V  
For your excellent facts and arguments during class  

debate.   
Grade 65L: Harri M  

For your excellent facts and arguments during class  
debate.   

 

 

 

 

 

Continuous Reporting 

The following task reports will be published on Compass today: 

Year 1 Inquiry/Speaking and Listening-  In Term 3, Year 
1 students learned about the traditions, celebrations, 
music and cuisine of groups that make up multicultur-
al Australia. They explored the importance of ac-
ceptance, understanding, respect and fairness. This 
report includes a grading for your child around their 
ability take part in conversations and presentations 
and next goals in this area. It describes their presen-
tation, along with a photo of the poster they created 
and shared. 

Year 3 and 4  Inquiry Task Report "In Their Shoes"- In 
Term 3, Year 3 and 4 students learned about the 
ways our  community supports people with disabili-
ties. Students were visited by workers and clients 
from Gateways Support  Services. They engaged with 
the clients and workers, and were encouraged to ask 
questions. In this task, students were asked to re-
search a disability support worker or a disability and 
present their information in a way that was best for 
them. Students answered questions such as: ‘How 
does the worker help people with disabilities?’, ‘What 
are the challenges of the disability?’ etc. Teachers will 
include a comment about your child's learning during 
this unit. 

Year 2 Speaking and Listening- By the end of Year 2, 
students 'at expected level' are able to engage in 
group and class discussions and make presentations. 
They can use everyday language features and topic 
specific vocabulary. Students are beginning to explain 
their thinking. Your child’s grading reflects their perfor-
mance in class, and includes class presentations, 
show and share, social interactions,  class discus-
sions and small group interactions. 

Remember to go to the ‘Feedback Tab’ for information about 
your child.  
Remember to ask for help if you are having trouble download-
ing the free Compass app or accessing it on your computer. If  
anyone has difficulty with internet, we can provide you with 
access at the school library. Please ask at the office. 



Hamlyn Banks Primary  OSHC phone: 0452 247 747   

Coordinator: Mel  Head Office Ph : 1300 105 343 

This past week in OSHC… 
BSC... 

This week in BSC, I have enjoyed watching children engage with each 
other as they play. They are building great social and personal skills as 
they share, include others and communicate well with each other. 
While most of our program is child led, we also offer a range of planned 
experiences, such as cooking, creative experiences and active games. 
This term the children will also be involved in activities designed to  
expand their knowledge of the world. Our focus will be on life in Nepal for 
children and their families and in return we will be creating a picture of life 
in Australia as seen through children’s eyes. I am looking forward to  
seeing the end result. 
Take care and have a great week.  

Sharon 
———————————————————————————————–————— 

Hi everyone, 

Gee wasn't last week a busy week. Not only did we settle back in we 

completely moved out of the Arts Centre for the Art Show. I did get a 

chance to hear all about your holidays and am very jealous of all the 

amazing things you were able to fit into two weeks! 

 

 I would like to thank all the families that have so far signed up for to the 

see saw app.  If you would like me to help you with this please come and 

see me it is very quick and easy and a really cool way to see what is  

going on during loud sessions. 

This week the weather has begun to warm up, let's hope it stays around 

for a while.  I thought it would be a great chance to remind you that at 

after school care we like to enjoy the warm weather and we use water 

play to do this.  If the weather is between 30 and 34 degrees I suggest 

you send along a change of clothes and a pair of shoes you do not mind 

your child getting wet, as more often than not we will be getting very wet. 

The  children love the opportunity of running around and getting wet on a 

hot day.  Our Sunsmart policy still applies, children will be provided with  

sunscreen and must also have their hat, to be able to participate. 

 

I was really impressed to see how many children remembered to bring 

their hats along to After School Care.  Just a reminder that it is essential 

for all children to bring along a hat to be able to play outside.  Camp  

Australia also provides sunscreen for all children to put on before they go 

outside.  I understand that some children may have sensitive skin or you 

would just prefer that your child has their own, feel free to send it along in 

your child/ren bag.  Just remember to put their name on it.  

 

We have a special visitor coming in on Wednesday, I will let you know 

more about this next week in the newsletter, or you can check it out on 

see saw!  Our art and craft and cooking activities begin this week and the 

children have picked some great  activities and recipes to do this term. 

 

Don't forget next Wednesday 25th October is the Geelong Cup and 

therefore a public holiday.  There will be no school or OSHC service  

running. 

Thanks for your time, 

Mel and Georgina. 

Art Show-  

Wow, what a turn out! Thanks HBPS family and 
friends for  
coming to the Art Show, it was so great to see you! 
Your kids are amazing artists, how proud we are 
and you must be of the work they did for the show. 
Thanks Mrs Jolly and Mrs Mac for being such  
superstar art teachers. Thanks to Kerrie Duan and 
the committee of parents who helped put the art 
show together. Thanks also to all the  teachers who 
came along to help and see the show. We are so 
very grateful and we couldn't do these things  

without any of you.  
 

 


